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Meeting Follow-up Committee Pondscape – 

24 June 2010

Date: 

24/06/2010

Venue: 
Centre de Recherche Public - Gabriel Lippmann, 41, rue du Brill, L-4422 Belvaux, Luxemburg

Convenor: 
Henry-Michel Cauchie (International Partner; Centre de Recherche Public - Gabriel Lippmann, 41, rue du Brill, L-4422 Belvaux)

Participants:

De Bie, Tom, Catholic University of Leuven, Leuven, Belgium

De Roeck, Els, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels, Belgium

Doyen , Périne, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Ector, Luc, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Gillet, Adeline, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Herr, Jan, Administration de la nature et des forêts , Grevenmacher, Luxembourg

L'Hoste, Lionel, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Mandiki, Robert, University of Namur, Namur, Belgium

Martens , Koen, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Brussels, Belgium

Ogorzaly, Leslie, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Penny, Christian, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Praca, Emilie, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Proess, Roland, ECOTOP, Mullendorf, Luxembourg

Rabold, Eva, Naturpark Our, Hosingen, Luxembourg

Remiche, Joseph, AAA Garten und Teichfreunde, Pétange, Luxembourg

Remiche, Delphine, AAA Garten und Teichfreunde, Pétange, Luxembourg

Schmidt, Gérard, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Thonon, Philippe, SICONA-Ouest, Olm, Luxembourg

Vanormelingen, Pieter, University of Ghent, Ghent, Belgium

Walczak, Cécile, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Welschbilig, Nora, Administration de la Gestion de l'Eau, Luxembourg, Luxembourg

Wilmes, Paul, Centre de Recherche Public -Gabriel Lippmann, Belvaux, Luxembourg

Excused: 

Wim Vyverman (University of Ghent), Luc De Meester (Catholic University of Leuven), Patrick Kestemont (University of Namur), Kathleen Vandergucht (University of Ghent), Yannick Caron (University of Liège), Marc Herremans (Natuurpunt), Boudewijn Goddeeris (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences), Dirk Bauwens (INBO), Steven Declerck (Catholic University of Leuven), Jeroen Van Wichelen (University of Ghent), Bertrand Losson (University of Liège), Annick Castiaux (University of Namur), Luc Denys (INBO), Leo Vanhecke (Plantentuin Meise), Aline Van der Werf (Belspo); Thierry Vercauteren (Provinciaal Instituut voor Hygiëne), Louis-Joan Lemmer (stad Hasselt), Hendrik Segers (KBIN), Christel Cornelissen (Regionaal Landschap Haspengouw en Voeren), Paul Haustraete (Regionaal Landschap Vlaamse Ardennen), Lieven Bervoets (Universiteit Antwerpen), Arnaud Laudelout (Natagora) 

Report:
   Els De Roeck and Henry-Michel Cauchie

The PONDSCAPE partners presented their work to the Follow-Up Committee members. After each presentation the Follow-Up Committee members were given the opportunity to formulate suggestions. The program of the meeting was as follows:

- Welcome (Henry-Michel Cauchie)

- Introduction to Pondscape (Koen Martens)

- Biodiversity in farmland ponds at multiple spatial scales (Tom De Bie)

- Pond management (Els De Roeck) 

- Management and heavy metal availability (Robert Mandiki)

- Socio-economic approach (Els De Roeck)

- Dynamics of pond density in Luxemburg (Henry-Michel Cauchie)

- Concluding remarks (Henry-Michel Cauchie)

Unfortunately, one speaker (A. Castiaux) could not attend the meeting due to unforeseen personal circumstances. Her talk was presented by Els De Roeck.

The presentations will be placed on the website under the download section (http://www.pondscape.be/downloads.html).

After each presentation, the participants addressed questions. 

Mr Luc Ector raised the question of the use of fossil diatoms in sediments to reconstruct the history of ponds. This technique is often applied for archeological studies but has not been applied to the PONDSCAPE project.

The question was raised why, for the socio-economical survey, we have analysed the data separately for Flanders and Wallonia. The results show that the characteristics of the farms differ among Flanders and Wallonia (eg size) and that the opinions regarding the value of ponds also vary. Perhaps this is related to a different culture in Wallonia and Flanders.

Questions also arose concerning the ecotoxicological assessment of the ponds in Tommelen. Results for various pesticide molecules of the Manscape and Pondscape projects are available in our reports (see website www.pondscape.be). Heavy metals are good indicators to study the effects of dredging because of their longer stability in the sediment than pesticides (for which the half-life is short, 30 days for some pesticides). Heavy metals can be accumulated in a pond in various ways, but are especially released in the pond after run-off from roads and urban areas.

Concerning the dynamics of pond density in Luxembourg, Dr Herr mentioned the creation of a geo-referenced database containing some data from a study on luxembourgish ponds that were collected between 2000 and 2005. They were not available before this year. They can constitute a good reference for analyzing the variation in pond density over time.
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